250	PUNCTUATION
In the two sentences that now follow from Mr Morley,
the offending comma of the first parts centre, which is what
grammarians call the oblique complement, from its verb made]
the offending comma of the second parts the direct object
groups from its verb drew. Every one will allow that the sen-
tences are clumsy; most people will allow that the commas
are illogical. As for us, we do not say that, if the words are to
be kept as they are, the commas should be omitted; but we do
say that a good writer, when he found himself reduced to
illogical commas, should have taken the trouble to rearrange
his words.
De Maistre was never more clear-sighted than when he made a
vigorous and deliberate onslaught upon Bacon, the centre of his move-
ment against revolutionary principles.—morley.
In saying that the Encyclopaedists began a political work, what is
meant is that they drew into the light of new ideas, groups of institu-
tions, usages, and arrangements which affected the well-being of
France, as closely as nutrition affected the health and strength of an
individual Frenchman.—morley.
It may be added, by way of concluding this section, that
the insertion of a comma in the middle of an absolute con-
struction, which is capable, as was shown in the sentence about
Colonel Hutchinson and the governor, of having very bad
results indeed, is only a particular instance and reductio ad
abmrdum of inserting a comma between subject and verb.
The comma in the absolute construction is so recognized
a trap that it might have been thought needless to mention
it; the following instances, however, will show that a warning
is even now necessary.
Sir E. Seymour, having replied for the Navy, the Duke of Con-
naught, in replying for the Army, said . . .—Times.
Thus got, having been by custom poorly substituted for gat, so that
we say He got away, instead of He gat away, many persons abbreviate
gotten into got, saying He had got, for He had gotten.—R. G. white.
The garrison, having been driven from the outer line of defences on
July 30, Admiral Witoft considered it high time to make a sortie.—
Times.

